lesson of history. Christianity had trie germs or great evils in it—a glance down the Middle Ages suffices to justify the phrase—but it was morally and intellectually far superior to the religion which it sought to replace. Symmachus and his colleagues were resisting the sternest and the happiest law of this perplexing world.
OWOTC rav Aios apfjioviav Ovarwv Trctpe^iacrt /?ovAcu.
This year 384 decisively marks the downfall of paganism. Feeble attempts were made to renew the petition, but they met with no success. Towards the close of the year, Preetextatus, the most respected figure in the conservative body, died. The Romans left the theatre in tears when the death was announced in the middle of a performance ; St. Jerome hastened to assure his patrician friends that Praetextatus had gone ' to Tartarus.' Symmachus retired from public life in despair. Flavianus led a courageous revolt under Eugenius in 392 ; there was another revival under Attalus in 409. These were momentary eddies in an irresistible stream. There were devoted pagans in office even afterf man's life  and  destiny which  we  call religions,  this   much  is  certain — they  improve from   age  to   age.      Not   the   conservatism  forlemain, etc., were dropped.
